
Congratulations! PERC Educator Excellence Award Recipient Wendy Ankrom

 

Hello, my name is Wendy Ankrom and I 
have just completed my Graduate Degree in 
Special Education and Elementary 
Education at California University of PA.  My 
Degree will allow me to be fully prepared to 
teach students who are exceptional and 
struggle to learn, and to be challenged daily 
in a profession that is so rewarding.  I want 
to provide children with the tools for 
success and see them flourish and grow in 
their self-confidence and abilities.  I have 
been a Domestic Engineer (stay-at-home-
mom) for 20 years and currently raising 4 
children.  My day to day life is full of 
volunteering my time at the schools, caring 
for aging family members, being active in 
my church, driving my children to and from 

extra-curriculars, and keeping up with the 
needs in my home.  However, I always carve 
out time for hunting and fishing and going 
to the gym for my own recharging time.  
Now that I have completed my Master’s 
Degree, I am ready to start a new chapter in 
my life.  I have recently relocated to North 
Carolina and will be starting my first year 
teaching in a High School Special Education 
classroom.  There are 113 public school 
districts in NC.  The school I will be teaching 
in falls in the top 5 districts for highest 
poverty levels.  I am a first year teacher; 
therefore, I do not have any classroom 
supplies to bring into my new school.  
Teaching special education requires a great 
deal of adapted teaching supplies.  This 
Educational Excellence Award will provide 
my special education classroom with the 
adapted supplies and equipment that would 
otherwise be unavailable to my students.  
Having this financial support will better help 
me to meet each of their individual learning 
needs.       

The 2017 PERC Job Fair in Monroeville, PA 
was an experience that went beyond my 
expectations.  I had expected to gather 
school district information and possibly 
interview for a few potential teaching 
positions.  What I did not expect was the 
fantastic opportunities for networking, and 
the amount of interview experience I 
gained from attending this event.  Since 
attending the PERC Job Fair, I submitted 11 
teaching job applications, received multiple 
offers for employment, and accepted a 
position for this fall.  I had always expected 
a grueling application and interviewing 
process, but PERC provided the perfect 
platform for instant access to employers.  
The process to employment was smooth 
and seamless.  PERC is a must for future 
educators! 


